Air Quality Forum 22 March 2007.

Matters arising.

1. Scottish Executive had circulated note on Indoor Air Pollution (can be circulated).

2. COMEAP presentation organised (see later).

3. Defra/DoH/HPA are considering hourly average NO2 information banding (raised by IAQM at 30 November meeting) but no immediate decision likely.  (NB.  They are also considering a new banding for PM10 measured using TEOM/FDMS and, I suspect, may have to do so for the BAM 1020s reported to be being deployed in the network (see AQB April 2007)).

Air Quality Strategy.

1. Various updates in relation to PPC issues are underway.

2. Defra analysis suggests that removal of the current 15 minute SO2 objective would produce a net disbenefit of £11m to £41m per annum but other factors might increase this.  The feeling is that it should be retained for the time being.

3. Further analysis suggests that there is no need to relax or remove the PAH objective as its absence from regulation for LAQM and its EU status as a Target Value do not require any measures greater than BAT.

4. The publication of the revised Strategy itself is now delayed until after the local, regional and mayoral elections on 3 May due to the purdah period.

Health Issues.

1. Jon Ayres (chair of COMEAP) gave a comprehensive review of the current work of the group (this should be circulated to Forum members so I can probably circulate it to the committee).  The main report, which will emerge shortly, is based on the outcomes of the American Cancer Society study.  Because of the large size of this study COMEAP feels that the coefficients developed are both plausible and transferable from the USA to the UK environment.  The COMEAP report will focus on PM2.5 as the most significant metric.  Important issues include the lag time between reductions in concentrations of PM2.5 and observable benefits and the identity of individual significant components of the PM2.5 fraction.  The report will be in two parts.  The first on mortality will be on the web for comment “soon”.   The second on morbidity, which also involves greater uncertainties, will follow.  Important figures are:

6% change in all cause mortality for a 10% change in [PM2.5]

(1.02 – 1.11 RR, 95% CI)

8% change in lung cancer mortality for a 10% change in [PM2.5]

(1.01 – 1.16 RR, 95% CI)

9% change in cardio-pulmonary mortality for a 10% change in [PM2.5]

(1.03 – 1.16 RR, 95% CI)    

2. Other health issues include continued work on the health effects of Buncefield, the Annual Air Pollution Research meeting at Cranfield,1 – 2 May and swimming pools and asthma.  Also two recent papers are of considerable interest (attached).

European issues.

1. The new AQ Directive is still ploughing its way through the system.  The Council reached political agreement in October 2006.  It is now expected to go to the EP Environment Committee on 23 April and, as they will need three months to consider the second reading will be delayed until after the summer break. Until the positions firm up, some uncertainty still remains. However, there is a measure of agreement on a number of major points:

· the Directive is likely to maintain the numerical values and compliance dates for existing limit values;  
· but will introduce a provision that would allow a Member State longer to comply, under some limited circumstances;  
· there are new rules on where limit values apply that remove some anomalies in present legislation; 
· there are new provisions on regulating fine particles (PM2.5). They include establishing the new approach –  ‘exposure reduction’ – that is likely to provide the most effective policy driver for improving public health by protecting from particles in the air;  

· provisions on PM2.5 will be reviewed in 2013 with a view to establishing a legally binding obligation for ‘exposure reduction’ to replace the current non-mandatory provisions that require a 20% reduction between 2010 and 2020; and

· there is also likely to be an annual average limit value for PM2.5 somewhere in the range 20 – 25 μg/m3 to be met in either 2010 or 2015 (this is an area where the Parliament and Council have different views on numbers and dates).

2. The NECD is being reviewed but no final Directive is expected before the end of 2008.

3. Various Directives have been transposed/implemented.  These include the land based elements of the Sulphur Content of Marine Fuels Directive, the 4th AQ DD, the Air Quality Standards Regulations 2007 and the NECD.

4. The UK has submitted its final national plan under the LCPD.

5. The Commission is conducting a review of the IPPC Directive.

Transport and AQ Issues.

1. Agreement seems close at European level on Euro 5 and Euro 6 standards.

2. The Smarter Driving (ex Eco Driving) Communication Campaign has been launched and, although the current thrust is on Climate Change AQ will figure as it is developed.

3. The London LEZ is progressing, some mention was made of Heathrow and of the Eddington report.

LAQM

1. A brief review of the Beacon Scheme was made.  The successful candidates were Croydon, Greenwich, Sefton and Sheffield.  Kensington & Chelsea failed but were “commended”.

2. Various other matters were briefly mentioned including the Air Quality Grants (£2.4m again), LAQM statistics, integration of AQAPs into LTPs etc..

3. Defra will shortly be taking forward an update of the Technical Policy guidance; target date for issuing revised guidance is December 2007.

AOB.

1. A brief report was made of the initial success of Bristol’s emissions testing work, especially the generally favourable response of drivers who had received advisory letters.

